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5.4 Opportunities for waterborne freight. 
Key Policy 4  
 
The potential for waterborne freight carriage in the East Midlands is 
significant, and while the Draft Regional Freight Strategy highlights its 
potential, it does not we believe set out a cohesive plan for the continued 
development of waterborne freight carriage in the region.  
 
What the strategy does do is set a target to double the current amount of 
freight carried on the regions waterways.  
 
As stated in the strategy, this commitment mirrors that one made by British 
Waterways following the publication of the Freight Study Group in excess of 
two years ago. We would have hoped that the strategy would have sought to 
build on existing commitments as well as included a target for those stretches 
of waterway that are not administered by British Waterways. Which would 
include the Trent downstream of Gainsborough and the Nene.  
 
The strategy also highlights the merit of maximising the potential of the 
regions ports. While we are aware of the need to be conscious of the 
anticipated national ports strategy it would be useful, we believe, to include a 
target for the amount of tonnage to be carried on all waterways in the region 
as well as goods lifted in the regions ports and waterside freight handling 
facilities.  
 



It would be useful I believe to state that The River Trent is a Commercial 
Waterway as defined in the 1968 Transport Act and therefore its primary use 
is as a means of carrying freight.  
 
Furthermore this document should go a step further than looking at targeted 
investment. Who is considering the potential of the regions waterways if they 
are significantly invested in?  
 
As a regional body the EMRA have a responsibility to consider and 
investigate the actual potential of the inland waterway network in there region 
and while there may be obstacles both physical and economic to overcome if 
this thinking is not done at a regional level it will not be done at all.  
 
Section D  
 
1.  
 
The strategy does set out the steps which will need to be undertaken to meet 
the target which accompanies Key Policies 2, 4 & 8 however there is no 
description as to how the steps will be coordinated by the regional assembly 
(i.e. no framework to deliver) and how the regional assembly intends to work 
with the supporting partners to facilitate the greater carriage of freight via the 
regions inland waterways.  
 
Furthermore their needs to be reference to interaction with the waterborne 
freight industry; both those who are currently move freight and who have 
freight moved on the river as well as those within the logistics industry within 
the region.  
 
Waterborne freight development needs to be driven through a partnership 
between government in all its forms and at all its levels as well as 
representatives from the haulage, logistics industry as well as representatives 
from those industries that manufacture or use the commodities that could be 
transported by water.  
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Rivers do not respect administrative boundaries, and therefore the facilitation 
of waterborne freight carriage needs to be coordinated on a regional level. 
The impact of one local authority granting permission for the redevelopment of 
a waterside facility could well be significant consequences relating to the 
commercial viability of the river as a whole.  
 
National guidance from documents such as PPG13 Paragraph 45 and Annex 
B Paragraphs 10,12 & 13 is reflected in much of what is written in the Action 
Plan. 
 
PPG11 -Regional planning guidance talks about RTS's being used as a tool, 
we are not sure how this action plan will develop from being a list of objectives 
rather than a tool to facilitate waterborne freight carriage.  



 
3.  
 
If all that is set out is achieved and the Assembly takes a proactive and 
inclusive approach to the facilitation of waterborne freight carriage in the 
region then yes the RFS will aid our organisation in delivering more efficient 
freight movements.  
 
The most crucial commitment in this regard is Action Point 4.8 where there is 
a commitment to "Asses the potential for targeted investment on pinch points 
on the inland waterway network".  
 
The freight carrying potential of the East Midlands commercial waterways 
would be significantly increased should there be a programme of targeted 
investment in improving the navigation.  
 
There is much more which could be coordinated at a regional level to assist in 
the development of waterborne freight. An ongoing discussion between 
industry and government is key to this.  
 
It is widely accepted that those who have a requirement to move freight are 
not concerned upon which mode it travels, rather that it is transported in a 
predictable and cost effective manner ensuring reliability and best value for 
their customer.   
 
With the costs of road and rail carriage increasing and with reliability often in 
question the opportunity for waterborne freight carriage to play a part in the 
supply chain has never been greater. We believe the steps set out in the 
strategy will, if followed through and built upon, go some way to achieving the 
modal shift envisaged.  
 
 
4.  
 
On the whole the targets set out are realistic.  As stated before we believe 
that the Target, which is linked, with Key Policy 4 is a conservative one and 
should be revised.  
 
Key Policy 8 is probably the most important. Transport and particularly the 
development of waterborne transportation often is reliant upon a joined up 
approach from policy makers. Reference might be made to the DfT document 
"Planning for freight on inland waterways."  
 
We hope that this strategy with the appropriate amendments will enable the 
River Tent, its port and the Nene to play a significant role in the development 
of a sustainable transport system for the carriage of freight in the East 
Midlands.  
 
We remain available to discuss any of the points raised above.   


